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Summary Statistics and Data Tables 


The following tables describe funding characteristics of school general fund 
budgets for 1971-72 versus what the corresponding characteristics would have 

been had a statewide property tax replaced the county Foundation Program levies 
(basic county equalization levy and mandatory county deficiency levy) and the 
district permissive levy (amounting to 25% of the Foundation Program). The tables 
are divided into two sections, one for elementary districts and the second for 
high school districts. The first table in each section summarizes pertinent 
statistics derived from the comparative study and is interpreted below. 


Elementary Schools. 


Result 1. Under the assumed statewide property taxation method (replacing 
county levies and the district permissive levy), residents of 154 districts 
would have paid less in total property taxes in 1971-72 than they actually 
paid for school general fund support under the present method; 333 districts 
would have paid more in taxes. 


Result 2. The total enrollment (ANB) for the 154 districts which would 
have realized a decrease in property taxes under the statewide tax method 
was 106,008 versus an enrollment (ANB) of 26,594 for those districts which 
would have paid more under the assumed method. 


Result 3. The 106,008 enrollment (ANB) in districts which would have paid 

less tax under the statewide tax method represents 79.9 per cent of the 
enrollment population in the state. (On the basis of the facts that 1) school 
enrollment is highly correlated with actual population and 2) most of the non- 
public school enrollment is located in districts which would have had decreased 
property taxes under the assumed scheme, it is possible to conclude that approxi- 
mately 80% of the total state population resides in districts which would have 
paid less property taxes under the statewide taxation method.) 


Result 4. Under the statewide tax method assumed in the study, the population- 
weighted general fund property tax for the districts which would have had 
decreased taxes would be 55.657 mills compared to 46.707 mills for the districts 
which would have had increased taxes. 


Result 5. The actual 1971-72 population-weighted general fund property tax 

for those 154 districts which would have paid less taxes under the statewide 
tax scheme is 63.008 mills compared to 40.501 mills for the other 333 districts 
in the state. 


Result 6. The average wealth, in terms of taxable valuation per ANB, of the 
154 districts which would have had decreased taxes under the statewide tax 
method is $7,933 per student compared to $32,192 for the other 333 districts. 


High Schools 


The summary table for high school districts is in the same form as the elementary 
school table. Figures in the six result areas for high school districts are 
different, however, from those for elementary districts. 
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Data Tables 


The data tables contain a district by district comparison of budget funding 
characteristics mentioned in the introductory paragraph. For each district, 
there are three lines of figures. Column headings are defined on the next 
page. The first line for a given district presents the actual observed data 
for the 1971-72 school year. The second row presents the data as they would 
have been in 1971-72 had a statewide property tax replaced the county Founda- 
tion Program levies (basic equalization levy and deficiency levy) and the 
district permissive levy. The third line (double spaced down from the second 
line) labeled "District Differences" contains the results obtained by sub- 
tracting the data in the first line from the corresponding data in the second 
line. The figure of primary interest in the third line is the difference in 
total levy for the district. If that difference is negative, the district 
would. have realized a decrease in taxes under the statewide tax scheme. If 
the number is positive, the district would have paid more under the statewide 
scheme. 
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Data Table Headings 


Interpretation 


County number. Numbers are serial 
according to alphabetic arrangement of 
county names. 


Legal entity number. This is an internal 
(OSPI) number for a school district. The 


Educational Directory provides a conversion. 


Average number belonging. 
General fund budget amount per ANB. 


Amount of state funds (I & I plus state 
equalization aid plus revenue from state 
with property tax) received by the 
district. 


Amount of non-tax revenue per ANB received 
by the district. 


Amount of county revenue (county equaliza- 
tion aid plus deficiency levy) per ANB 
received by the district. 


County levy for general fund support. 


Amount of district revenue (permissive + 
voted) per ANB collected by the district 
for general fund support. 


District levy required for general fund 
support. 


Sum of all levies on district property for 
general fund support. For the second line 
of data for each district, this sum in- 
cludes the appropriate statewide levy 
(35.4 mills for an elementary district, 
22.1 mills for a high school district). 


District taxable valuation per ANB. The 
measure of district wealth used through- 
out the study. 


Amount of interest and income per ANB 
received by the district. (Ignore this 
column. The I & I money is included in 
the STFNDS/ANB figure.) 
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Section I. Elementary 
District Data 
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